
Career Technology Course Descriptions 

Career & Technology Mission: 

Providing quality teaching to create greater opportunities for students to successfully meet and 
exceed postsecondary goals in global careers. We are in the business of making learning 
rigorous and relevant to the real world. 

Small Business Development Pathway 

Introduction to Business & Technology 

A foundations course for the Small Business Development Career Pathway. It is also appropriate 
for students enrolled in any Career Pathway who plan to own and operate their own 
businesses. The course will help students build a strong knowledge base and develop 
management skills as they study forms of business ownership, functions of management, 
budgeting and finance, technology, communications, legislation, leadership and teamwork, 
marketing, and economics. Mastery of these standards through project-based learning and 
leadership development activities of the Career and Technical Student Organizations will help 
prepare students with a competitive edge for the global marketplace. 

Legal Environment of Business 

The second course in the Small Business Development Career Pathway. This course 
concentrates on the legal aspects of business ownership and management. Legal issues will 
include contracts, sales, consumer law, agency and employment law, personal and real 
property, risk management, environmental law, and government effects on business. The 
impact of ethics on business operations will be studied. International business principles are 
infused in the standards for Legal Environment of Business. Mastery of these standards through 
project-based learning and leadership development activities of Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA) will help prepare students with a competitive edge for the global marketplace. 

Entrepreneurship  

The third course in the Small Business Development Career Pathway. This course concentrates 
on the management skills necessary for successful business operation. Students will study 
management strategies for developing and implementing business plans; structuring the 
organization; financing the organization; and managing information, operations, marketing and 
human resources. International business principles are infused in the standards for 
Entrepreneurial Ventures. An integral component of the Entrepreneurial Ventures course is a 
school-based or community-based entrepreneurial venture that will engage students in the 
creation and management of a business and the challenges of being a small business owner. 
Mastery of these standards through project-based learning and leadership development 



activities of Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) will help prepare students with a 
competitive edge for the global marketplace. 

Web and Digital Design Pathway 

Introduction to Graphics and Design 

This course is designed as the foundational course for both the Graphics Production and 
Graphics Design pathways. The Graphics and Design course provides students with the 
processes involved in the technologies of printing, publishing, packaging, electronic imaging, 
and their allied industries. In addition, the Graphics and Design course offers a range of 
cognitive skills, aesthetics, and crafts that includes typography, visual arts, and page layout. Pre-
requisite for this course is adviser approval. 

Graphic Design and Production  

As the second course in the Graphics Communication and Graphics Design Pathways, this 
course builds on knowledge and skills learned in the Introduction to Graphics and Design course 
and focuses on procedures commonly used in the graphic communication and design 
industries. Students will gain more experience in creative problem solving and the practical 
implementation of those solutions across multiple areas of graphic design and graphic 
communications. The prerequisite for this course is Introduction to Graphics and Design. 

Advanced Graphic Design 

Students will continue to explore in an increasingly independent manner, the principles of 
design and layout procedures relating to the field of graphic design. Content will cover 
electronic systems and software programs used in graphic design, page composition, image 
conversion, and digital printing. Knowledge and skills in digital design and imaging will be 
enhanced through experiences that simulate the graphic design industry and school-based and 
work-based learning opportunities. This is the final course in the Graphic Design pathway. 

Nutrition and Food Science Pathway  

 Food, Nutrition, and Wellness  

An essential course in understanding nutritional needs and food choices for optimal health of 
individuals across the lifespan. Interrelationships with wellness are explored. This course leads 
to the advanced nutrition pathway and develops a knowledge base and the skills necessary to 
select among alternatives in the marketplace, with an emphasis on nutrient content, the 
development of chronic diseases, and food safety.  

Food for Life  



An advanced course in food and nutrition that addresses the variation in nutritional needs at 
specific stages of the human life cycle: lactation, infancy, childhood, adolescence, and 
adulthood including old age. The most common nutritional concerns, their relationship to food 
choices and health status and strategies to enhance well-being at each stage of the lifecycle are 
emphasized. This course provides knowledge for real life and offers students a pathway into 
dietetics, consumer foods, and nutrition science careers with additional education at the post-
secondary level.  

 Food Science  

Food science integrates many branches of science and relies on the application of the rapid 
advances in technology to expand and improve the food supply. Students will evaluate the 
effects of processing, preparation, and storage on the quality, safety, wholesomeness, and 
nutritive value of foods. Building on information learned in Nutrition and Wellness and 
Chemistry, this course illustrates scientific principles in an applied context, exposing students to 
the wonders of the scientific world.  

Engineering Pathway  

Foundations of Engineering and Technology  

The introductory course for all Georgia Engineering and Technology Education pathways. This 
course provides students with opportunities to develop fundamental technological literacy as 
they learn about the history, systems, and processes of invention and innovation.  

 Engineering Concepts  

The second course in the engineering pathway. This course introduces students to the 
fundamental principles of engineering. Students learn about areas of specialization within 
engineering and engineering design and apply engineering tools and procedures as they 
complete hands-on instructional activities.  

 Engineering Applications  

Engineering Applications is the third course in the engineering pathway. Students have 
opportunities to apply engineering design as they develop a solution for a technological 
problem. Students use applications of mathematics and science to predict the success of an 
engineered solution and complete hands-on activities with tools, materials, and processes as 
they develop a working drawings and prototypes.  

Naval Science Career Pathway –Naval ROTC  

NAVAL SCIENCE I – Introduction to NJROTC and Cadet Field Manual  



PURPOSE: To introduce students to the meaning of citizenship, the elements of leadership, and 
the value of scholarship in attaining life goals; engender a sound appreciation for the heritage 
and traditions of America, with recognition that the historically significant role of sea power will 
be important in America's future; develop in each cadet a growing sense of pride in his/her 
organization, associates, and self. These elements are pursued at the fundamental level.  

COURSE CONTENT: Includes introduction to the NJROTC program; Introduction to Leadership, 
Naval Ships; Mission and Organization, The Nation, Navy and the People in American 
Democracy, Maritime Geography, Seapower and Challenge, Naval History through 1815, 
Introduction to Navigation and Time, Basic Seamanship, Oceanography, Health Education, First 
Aid, and Drugs, Alcohol and Tobacco Abuse Prevention.  

NAVAL SCIENCE II Maritime History and Nautical Sciences  

PURPOSE: Build on the general introduction provided in Naval Science 1, to further develop the 
traits of citizenship and leadership in cadets, introduce cadets to technical areas of naval 
science, and engender a deeper awareness of the vital importance of the world oceans to the 
continued well-being of the United States.  

COURSE CONTENT: Includes ongoing instruction in leadership theory, Naval Orientation and 
Career Planning, Citizenship in the U.S. and Other Countries, Naval History: 1815 through 1930, 
Naval Ships and Shipboard Evolutions, Naval Weapons: Gunnery, Guided Missiles and Mines, 
Navigation Fundamentals and Rules of the Road, Small Boat Seamanship, Meteorology and 

Weather, and Survival Training and Orienteering.   

NAVAL SCIENCE III Naval Knowledge, Orientation, and Skills  

PURPOSE: Broaden the understanding of students in the operative principles of military 
leadership, the concept and significance of teamwork, the intrinsic value of good order and 
discipline in the accomplishment of objectives, the fundamentals of American democracy, and 
to expand their understanding of naval academic subjects.  

COURSE CONTENT: Includes ongoing instruction in leadership and discipline, Military Justice, 
Astronomy, International Law and the Sea, National Strategy, Sea Power and Naval Operations, 
Naval History: 1930 through the Nuclear Age, Naval Intelligence and National Security, 
Maneuvering Board, Challenges of Future Navy Research, and Electricity and Naval Electronics.  

NAVAL SCIENCE IV Naval Leadership and Ethics and Effective Communication  

PURPOSE: This course is focused solely on practical leadership. The intent is to assist the senior 
in understanding leadership and improving their leadership skills by putting them in positions of 
leadership, under supervision, then helping them analyze the reasons for their varying degrees 
of success through the year. Classroom activities include seminars, reading assignments, 
classroom presentations, and practical work with younger cadets.  



COURSE CONTENT: Includes instruction in theoretical and applied aspects of leadership, 
training, and evaluation of performance. Students will become aware of the techniques used to 
create motivation, develop goals and activities for a work group, and the proper ways to set a 
leadership example. Cadets will also apply these principles when dealing with younger cadets in 
the areas of military drill and inspections, athletic events, and in other school activities  

Work Based Learning  

Work-Based Learning placements represent the pinnacle of the Career-Related Education 
experience. To qualify for a WBL placement, a student must be in 11th or 12th grade. Students 
must also have a defined Career Pathway and must be a CTAE pathway completer (or at the 
very least enrolled in the third level course of the pathway) to participate in the Work-Based-
Learning program. This is especially important for successful completion of a student’s pathway 
in that their job placement is directly related to the curriculum of the pathway classes they 
have completed or in which they are concurrently enrolled. There are several opportunities for 
students to participate in work-based learning. These opportunities include employability skill 
development, Cooperative Education, Internships and Youth Apprenticeships.  

 

Humanities Course Description 

ELA Elective Course Descriptions (Humanities Credit):  

Journalism/Newspaper I-IV  
  
Course Description and Goals: Tailored to both beginning and more experienced student 
journalists, this course invites students to explore, through hands-on participation, all aspects of 
the production and management of a campus newspaper. The Spotlight of Druid Hills High  

  
School is the oldest newspaper in DeKalb County, and what’s particularly impressive is that its 
production is almost entirely student generated. You, the Spotlight staff member, will keep this 
paper running. This should be both exciting and challenging for you as a student, as you have 
tremendous opportunities and obligations ahead of you!  

  
Because the Spotlight staff is carefully selected through teacher referrals and competitive 
applications, students accepted into the course are held to high standards. All Spotlight staff 
members are expected to be driven, capable, trustworthy self-starters who will seek out and 
accept a wide range of staff duties. Students must be able and willing to handle multiple 
responsibilities, to complete tasks efficiently, and to work independently as well as collaboratively, 
cooperating with peers, teachers, and administrators. Ultimately, the goal of this course is to 
produce a great paper that reflects the student body, draws in readers, is eye-catching and 
interesting, and is always pushing toward higher and higher standards for student 



journalism.   And that’s your ultimate responsibility. Being a Spotlight staff member means that 
you as a student commit yourself, throughout the course, to strive for journalistic excellence. This 
means that you embrace staff duties and conduct them diligently and respectfully, always with 
this ambitious vision in mind. The course’s goals for your learning aim to help you achieve this 
vision.   

  
Journalism/Yearbook I-IV  
(Application and or Interview Required)  
  
Course Description: SAGA is a class designed for the publication of the yearbook. Students will 
work together taking pictures, writing captions, writing copy, and designing layouts. Simply put, 
you are about to create a piece of history for our high school.  
 
Students will learn:   

 how to produce a yearbook to use PageMaker 7.0  
 how to take pictures and write captions to work on layout design  
 about their community by selling business and grad ads  
 using a portfolio students will be able to see and track their progress throughout the 
semester  

 

AP Psychology (11th and 12th grade)  
  
AP Psychology is a course designed to introduce students to the study of human development 
and behavior, the methods, and ethics that psychologists use, the subfields of psychology, such 
as learning, emotion and abnormal psychology  

 
Video Production 

This course is designed as the foundational course for Video Productions and Red Devil TV.  
Students will get hands on experience writing, filming, editing, and producing their own video 
segments for Druid Hills High School daily news program/morning show.  There is no pre-
requisite for this course. 

Visual Arts  

Note: Visual Arts I is the pre-requisite to all other art course options.  

Visual Arts I  

Introduction to Visual Arts is a pre-requisite course to all other art classes offered at DHHS.  
Visual Arts I is a class designed to explore the many facets of art such as: exploring and learning 
new artistic styles and techniques, experimenting with various types of media used to create 
art, implementation of studio projects, art history, written and oral critique, and research. 
Areas of concentration will be the Elements and Principles of Art, Drawing, Painting, and 



Sculpture. Students will develop a visual and structural understanding of both 2-D and 3-D 
processes with an emphasis on observation and effective utilization of materials, processes and 
concepts relating to the Elements and Principles of Design.  

Drawing I   

This is an 18-week course full of learning drawing techniques. This course is designed for 
experienced and new-to-drawing artists. Students will learn the foundation of drawing; 
shading, creating interesting compositions, figure drawing, develop skills in perspective drawing 
and work with various drawing materials (India ink, charcoal, graphite, color pencil, etc). Hand 
to eye coordination will be practiced through gesture, contour, and modeled drawing. Special 
emphasis will be placed on the language of line quality and the act of drawing. The students will 
develop a visual and structural understanding of approaches to 2-dimensional systems with an 
emphasis on observation, effective utilization of materials, processes, and concepts, relating to 
both art elements and principles of design. Students will be exposed to drawing throughout art 
history and contemporary art to develop an awareness of variations in style, content and 
conceptual considerations.  

Painting I  

Lab Fee: $10  

This course is designed for students who want to learn how to paint. Several different types of 
painting materials will be practiced/used: including watercolor, gouache, acrylic and tempera. 
The students will develop a visual and structural understanding of approaches to painting with 
an emphasis on observation, effective utilization of materials, processes and concepts relating 
to both the Elements and Principles of design. Students will be exposed to painting throughout 
art history and contemporary art to develop an awareness of variations in style, content and 
conceptual considerations.  

Ceramics I  

Lab fee: $30  

Students will explore the three-dimensional art form of Ceramics through media techniques, 
studio skills, and researching of historical and contemporary Ceramic artists. Students will work 
through a variety of tools and techniques to create functional and sculptural forms in clay. Most 
of the semester will be focused on the fundamental techniques and tools used, glazing 
procedures and the Hand-Building methods of pinch, modeling, coil, and slab. Some of the 
projects that will be created in this course are Greek-inspired coil vessel, Open Coil Lanterns, 
Teapots and Sets, Place Settings, and Ceramic Sculptural forms. Students will finish with 
learning the fundamentals of wheel-thrown forms.  

Principles of Design  



This course is an excellent option for all students finishing the Intro to Art class and are unsure 
if they would like to focus on just drawing or just painting for 18 weeks. 2D Design encompasses 
learning about design elements through bookmaking, painting, drawing, and printmaking. 
Students will work with acrylic paints, watercolor, modeling paste, various inks, learn various 
book binding techniques (including making their own sketchbook) and create a relief painting.  

Sculpture Design I  

Lab Fee: $25  

Students will explore the three-dimensional art form of Sculpture through media techniques, 
studio skills, and researching of historical and contemporary artists. Students will work with a 
variety of materials, including but not limited to: clay, plaster, and wood, Sculpture techniques, 
such as modeling, construction and assemblage. The middle part of the semester will be 
focused on Subtractive Sculpture techniques of reliefs and carving. Finally, students will focus 
on exploring Collaboration, Installation and Public Sculpture forms.  

Photography I  

Lab Fee: $25 (chemicals, film, and photography paper)  

This course is an introduction to the photographic medium as well as printmaking medium 
through assignments, studio applications, and theoretical studies. Students will examine and 
learn a variety of skills including camera construction, film processing, printing, 35 mm camera 
basics including: f-stop, shutter speed, lighting, and exposure. 120 cameras will also be explored 
using various aspects of photography.     

Printmaking is taught in conjunction with Photography, so that every student will have an 
opportunity to work in the darkroom. Mono-printing and multi-printing printing techniques 
using linoleum, plexi-glass and other materials will be explored through the medium of 
printmaking.  Only a limited number of students will be able to work in the darkroom each day. 
By learning Printmaking skills, those students who are not working on film or photographs in 
the darkroom will be able to work in class on Printmaking assignments, Artist Research, and in 
their Sketchbook.   

 AP STUDIO ART – 2-D DESIGN Paired with Visual Arts Comprehensive 
VIIIA 50.021801                    

AP STUDIO ART – DRAWING Paired with SPC Design – 50043401  

Course Prerequisites:  Visual Arts I, Drawing, Painting, Principals of Design or Teacher 
Recommendation  

The course conforms to College Board topics for the Advanced Placement Studio Art 2-D Design 
Portfolio Examination and the Advanced Placement Studio Drawing Portfolio Examination. The 



2-D Design and Drawing Portfolios are designed to address a very broad interpretation of 
design issues.  This course is designed to guide students in the creation of a portfolio which 
addresses three major concerns in the study of art:  

 Quality - A synthesis of form, technique, and content in the student’s work. This can be found 
within both the Breadth and Concentration areas of the portfolio.  

Breadth - A breadth of experience that exhibits serious grounding in visual principles as well as 
formal, technical, and expressive means of the artist  

Concentration - An in-depth investigation and process of discovery centered on a particular 
and compelling visual interest or problem.   

Formal visual concerns, technical skills, and conceptual issues will be addressed through 
creative means in both teacher-directed assignments and student-directed projects. The 
creation of an AP Studio Art portfolio is an involved and personal process of discovery which is 
dependent on the student’s unique thinking and problem-solving skills. It is hoped that this 
course will not only help the student to produce an excellent body of artwork, but additionally 
it will introduce the student to the richness of the creative process on a personal level, open the 
door to personal discovery, and allow the student to make meaningful contributions to the 
greater culture.   

The AP program in Studio Art is intended for highly motivated students who are seriously 
interested in the study of art. While the AP portfolio requires a minimum of 24 works of art, it 
can be assumed that, due to the nature of the artistic process, many more than 24 pieces will 
need to be created throughout the year. Students may use artwork from previous art courses, 
and work created independently. However, most of the work is likely to be completed during 
the current year.  

 IB Art  

This course revolves around three main aspects of art practice:  theoretical practice, art-making 
practice, and curatorial practice.  

THEORETICAL PRACTICE:  Using investigative strategies, crucial thinking, comparative analysis 
and reflection will be used to examine various art forms and artist from different times, places 
and cultures.  Students will investigate different techniques and processes, enquiring into the 
contextual evolution.  Students will explore way of communicating knowledge in both visual 
and written forms.  

ART-MAKING PRACTICE:  

Through exploration and experimentation, the student will discover and apply a variety of 
artistic techniques.  Students will develop their own concepts throughout the explorative 
process and, with reflection and self-evaluation, produce a considered body of work.  



CURATORIAL PRACTICE:  

Through careful, informed viewing of artworks and exhibitions the student will develop an 
ability to formulate their own considered response.  The student will begin to articulate their 
intentions for developing and displaying their own artwork.   The student will consider the 
relationship between artist and audience and what it means to exhibit work; learn to select and 
present their work effectively; and articulate their intentions and the connections between the 
works of art.  

Students’ work will be assessed based on their meaningful exploration of the visual arts at 
Druid Hills High School. The students work will be assessed both internally and externally 
utilizing the IB band descriptors as criteria for assessment. International Baccalaureate 
Standard Level Option A (SL Option A) will be available for 11th and 12 grade students.   

Theater Courses  

Drama Fundamentals I  

This integrated elective course is designed for heterogeneously grouped students to develop an 
appreciation for drama/plays through focus on the comprehension and analysis of dramatic 
text skills. The fundamentals of stage, the study of modern plays, composition, production, and 
presentation of original and published drama, acting techniques for the stage, and technical 
aspects of plays will be covered.  

Drama Fundamentals II / III 

Enhances level-one skills by producing and studying theater in depth with performance 
opportunities.  

IB Theatre Arts SL  

This course aims to help students understand the nature of the theatre by making it as well as 
by studying it, and to understand the forms it takes in other cultures.   

Music Courses  

Beginning Band  

Provides opportunities to develop performance skills on a wind or percussion instrument. 
Emphasizes performance and production; may include analysis, historical and cultural 
influences, improvisation, and appreciation of music. Organizes objectives for self-paced 
progress through all four levels. Stresses individual progress and group experiences. 
Prerequisite: 8th Grade Band or Orchestra; or Audition and teacher approval.  

Intermediate Band I-III  



Provides opportunities for intermediate-level performers to increase performance skills and 
precision on a wind or percussion instrument. Includes performance and production, analysis 
and theoretical studies, historical and cultural contributions and influences, creative aspects of 
music and appreciation of music. Stresses individual progress and learning and group 
experiences; strengthens reading skills. Prerequisite: Beginning Band or Orchestra IV.  

Advanced Band I-III  

Provides opportunities for advanced-level performers to increase, develop and refine 
performance skills and precision on a wind or percussion instrument. Covers performance and 
production, analysis and theoretical studies, historical and cultural contributions and 
influences, creative aspects of music and appreciation of music at advanced levels of 
understanding. Organizes objectives for self-paced progress through all four levels. Stresses 
individual progress and learning strategies and ensemble experiences. Prerequisite: 
Intermediate Band III.  

Intermediate Orchestra I-IV  

Instruments taught: Violin, Viola, Cello, and String Bass Open to all students. Intermediate 
orchestra is taught both semesters. Students who have been playing for 1-3 years should take 
Intermediate Orchestra. Intermediate Orchestra performs 4 concerts each year. Intermediate 
Orchestra performs music of various styles and eras. Students may take Intermediate Orchestra 
as many times as they wish.  

Advanced Orchestra I-IV  

Instruments taught: Violin, Viola, Cello, and String Bass Students (Grades 9-12) need permission 
of the director to enroll in Advanced Orchestra Advanced orchestra is taught both semesters. 
Students who have been playing for 3-8 years and have auditioned for Mr. Goodwin should 
take Advanced Orchestra. Advanced Orchestra performs 4+ concerts each year. Advanced 
Orchestra performs music of various styles and eras. Students may take Advanced Orchestra 
multiple times.  

Beginning Guitar  

Requirements: Open to all students (grades 9-12) Students are expected to own (or rent) their 
own ACOUSTIC guitar for in-class and home use. This class will explore proper methods,  

concepts, and techniques in guitar performance. Students of ALL levels will benefit from this 
class. Students are expected to have a desire in further developing strong musical skills and 
abilities with the guitar. Preparation for class is essential. You are expected to keep pace with 
the class, and I will make every reasonable attempt to help you do so. An applied (skill) class is 
not one for which one can “cram” information. Regular practice with efficient practice 



techniques and habits is necessary. THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR PRACTICE. Guitar can be 
taken more than once.  

Intermediate Guitar  

Offers opportunities for intermediate-level performers to increase performance skills and 
knowledge in guitar techniques. Covers performance and production, analysis and theoretical 
studies, historical and cultural contributions and influences, creative aspects of music and 
appreciation of music. Provides an individualized setting. Prerequisite: Beginning Guitar 
Techniques.  

Beginning Mixed Chorus  

Provides opportunities to develop performance skills and knowledge in mixed choral singing. 
Covers performance and production, analysis and theoretical studies, historical and cultural 
contributions and influences, creative aspects of music and appreciation of music. Organizes 
objectives for self-paced progress through all four levels. Stresses individual progress and group 
experiences. Prerequisite: 8th Grade Guitar, Chorus, Band, Orchestra, Piano, or Jazz Band 
AND/OR Audition and teacher approval.  

Advanced Mixed Chorus  

This chorus is a performance ensemble that students learn correct vocal techniques and music 
theory. It will prepare them for advancement to the Varsity Singers. Exposure to all styles of 
music with a heavy emphasis on the classical training is provided in this choir. Students in this 
choir normally have some choral experience but it is not required. This chorus will perform one 
concert per semester.  

 

 

 


